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‘Muni must act’

Steven Lane

hodes University
nearly had to be shut
down a few weeks

ago because the municipality
couldn’t supply water to the
institution. Putting it bluntly,
Vice-chancellor Dr Saleem
Badat said the university was
“in the kak” and it had only
been able to stay open be-
cause it was close to the end
of the term.

Speaking at a media brief-
ing about the university's
plans for the next few years,
Badat made it clear that the
development of the university
was dependent on receiving
the required infrastructural
support from Makana mu-
nicipality. He said Rhodes is
responsible for about 60% of
the economy of Makana and
therefore it is in the interest of
the local community to ensure
that the university’s needs
are taken care of.

In the coming years Rho-
des would like to increase its
annual intake of students by
1200, Badat announced. This
means that jobs can be cre-
ated during the construction
phase of new residences and
after that in the servicing of
those buildings, but if the mu-
nicipality is unable to supply
basic services, these plans
could be undermined.

The university is current-
ly going through an important
process of devising an Institu-
tional Development Plan, the
vice-chancellor said, to give
direction to the university in
the coming years. He said
there are three themes run-

The first can be compared
to a compass for the univer-
sity that will serve as a guide
to where it wants to be in 10
to 20 years. This theme asks
questions about what Rhodes
will look like in 10 years, what
sort of academic programmes
will it have; what kind of val-
ues will it follow and what type
of philosophy will drive its
development.

The evolution of this
theme requires inputs from
the broadest range of stake-
holders including alumni,
academic staff and current
students,

The second theme fo-
cuses on the academic plan
and asks questions about the
number of graduates versus
postgraduate students; re-
search trajectories and lan-
guage matters.

The third theme centres
around infrastructure issues
and concerns itself with logis-
tical questions such as where
will the additional 1 200 stu-
dents stay: how many more
lecture theatres are required
and whether the municipality
can upgrade its service deliv-
ery to meet the water, power
and sewage demands of a
growing university.

While Badat proudly dis-
cussed expansion plans for
the medium- and long-term
future of the university. he ex-
pressed concern about the dif-
ficulties encountered in terms
of transformation.

He remarked that the uni-
versity has been successful
in changing a predominantly
white student body into one
that more closely represents
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BIG PLANS... Dr Saleem
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“Rhodes would like to
increase its annual intake
of students by 1 200"

but has not met with the same
success in transforming the
academic staff.

He noted that as student
numbers grew. the propor-
tion of previously disadvan-
taged students increased., but
pointed out that the overall
number of white students had
not decreased.

Badat was not able to
point to a specific reason to
account for the difficulty in at-
tracting black professionals to
Rhodes, but noted that some
academics had said they were
uncomfortable trying to fit

into overwhelmingly white so-
cial circles.
The vice-chancellor

stated that the transforma-
tion imperative was not only
about racial balance, but also
about class composition of
the university. He said histori-
cally the university had been
primarily for the wealthier
classes, but he is determined

BAIL PROTEST... Extension 9 residents marched to the Grahamstown Magistrate's Court
yesterday morning to protest against the bail application of three men accused of rape.
The men were arrested in connection with the brutal gang rape of a 17-year-old girl from
Extension 9. Photo: Anele Mjekula

Mayor’s car: tender reopens

AvuviLe Mnaxitama-Diko

VOLKSWAGEN and Hyundai
didn’t make the cut for the new
mayoral vehicle. according to
the municipality, so the origi-
nal tender has been cancelled.
Makana  spokesperson
Mncedisi Boma said the two
dealerships responding to
their call for tenders hadn’t
meet all their specifications.
The vehicle VW offered
them was too heavy on fuel,
didn't come with leather seats
and the colour wasn't what
they had specified, he said.

on 2 500. That is why we had
to cancel the tender and re-
advertise,” Boma explained.

Now they will cast their
nets further and open the
tender to dealerships outside
Grahamstown, Boma said,
even though they wanted to
buy local.

“We will open the tender
to other dealers, but we en-
courage the local dealerships
to re-apply because it is also
open to them and we know
that there are dealerships
locally that can meet all the
specifications.” he said.

Last year the municipal-
ity said they were hoping to
get a better quote from lo-

cal dealerships because that
would mean the car could be
serviced locally.

Adverts for the tender
appeared in newspapers in
the province in October, spe-
cifically outlining an execu-
tive SUV model, preferably
in black, with 2.5 litre engine
capacity, an anti-theft alarm
system, smash-and-grab tint-
ing. satellite navigation and
leather interiors.

The advert also said they
wanted trade-in value on the
Mayor’s current BMW X5.

The current mayoral ve-
hicle had to go because it was
costing too much in fuel and
maintenance, Boma said.

Stock up on domestic fuel

ning through the plan. the population of the country, to change that. “Hyundai's problem was
that the engine capacity was
Students Projected Proposed Average annual | | | g99cc and we had agreed
target 2013 | target 2019 increase
First-time entering undergraduates 1500 1672 1.3%
Total undergraduate 5329 5926 1.3%
Postgraduate to Masters level 987 1158 4.0% PEIOPLE usinﬂiqueﬁedge-
troleum gas (LPG) in their
Masters 912 1058 4.2% homes are warned to stock
Doctors 374 561 4.9%( | up in time for winter, as a
4.3%| | two-month shutdown is soon
Total postgraduate 2273 2777 heduled for a large national
Occasional students 43 45 0.0%]| | refinery.
Total Enrolment 7645 8748 2.2% On Friday the Department
of Energy in partnership with

STEADY GROWTH... This table shows how student numbers are expected to grow.

the LPG industry released
a statement encouraging all

LPGas users to take the op-
portunity to refill or stock up
on supplies.

Users were also reminded
to avoid shortages caused by
spikes in demand during the
winter months.

Although LPG is currently
readily available across the
country, one of the biggest re-
fineries in Africa, South Afri-

can Petroleum Refineries co-
owned by BP and Shell, plans
to shut down from 26 April to 1
July. However, technical prob-
lems at other refineries might
result in shutdowns and pro-
duction losses.

Users are urged to refill or
stock up to cover their medi-
um-term needs.

The Great Frontier Game Sale

Pennypinchers QQ,_

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING MATERIAL REQUIREMENTS
46 Bathurst Street, Grahamstown Tel: 046 636 2127 Fax: 046 636 1825
Multi-Flor self adhesive vinyl tiles, 6 in a
box, ranging from R33.99 to R47.99

Eastern Cape
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THOMAS AT THE LOWLANDER
19 APRIL 2013

20th April 2013
12 noon at the Sidbury Country Club

Critically acclaimed solo artist Gary Thomas Is touring J Range of
South Africa in April - May. Stand * Welcome Mats 41 Bontebok
a chance to win one of two R100 - R150 10 Oribi, 10 Bushbuck,

100 Heartwater Springbuck, 5 Vaalribbok
10 Mt Reedbuck, 45 Red Lechwe,

4 Golden Wildebeest, 18 Buffalo Bulls (one
outstanding young bull), 6 Buffalo Cows, 6
White Rhino, Sable and Roan Bulls, Nyala, Gi-
raffe and a wide variety of adapted animals.

double tickets.

Go to www.ghtnow.co.za
Click on the win stuff tab, make
sure you have signed up and sign

in. Click on the enter button.

Visit our website for further information
www.frontiergamesale.co.za
Dr Johan Joubert 082 901 1616

Family friendly!
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